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Chief Strachan's Weekly Update
Our week started with a person Sgt. Heffernan arrested a few weeks ago for
violating a "No Contact" Order, where the Judge orders a subject to stay away
from another person. These are often issued in domestic violence cases. The
original order was from Sacramento, California. Sunday night this past week, the
same Sgt. was driving to the office and saw the same guy walking into a...wait for
it...tavern, with...wait for it...the same person with a no-contact order, again. The
Sgt. did a little research and found a new order had just been issued by our
Municipal Court last week. The man was, again, arrested at the bar, and the old
California order is still in effect, so he violated two separate court orders. The
man's response to all of this? He told everyone who would listen that the
Bremerton Police are harassing him.
 
Last week I wrote about the difficulty and danger of dealing with people using
Spice and other drugs, often making them very violent. Tuesday night, officers
were dispatched to a fast food restaurant on a report of an assault. It turns out a
former employee showed up and proceeded to become combative, striking a
current employee who had the audacity to say hello to him. As the first officer
arrived, the man sprang out of his car and punched the officer in the jaw. The
suspect had to be safely subdued by several officers and a Taser was used. The
man was likely under the influence of some sort of "not for human consumption"
stimulant, and fought all the way to the jail. He was charged with Felony Assault
on a Police Officer. The officer was treated for a concussion. Nobody was hurt
except the officer, so there is no viral video or social media outrage.
 
This week's edition of "People Carrying Around Things They Should Not" started
with Corporal Vertefeuille handling a report of a possible prowler. The officer
located a man matching the description given by the caller, and the man was
arrested for an outstanding arrest warrant. Before he went to jail, a flare gun, that
had been painted black, was located in his backpack. There were also several
rounds of actual ammunition, and one was jammed into a flare, as if the man
intended to try to put real bullets in the flare gun. Both strange and dangerous.
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Our new K-9 team of Officer Chris Faidley and his partner Esco has now
completed their training and certification, and will be working as of this weekend-
 say hi if you see Esco. They join our current teams of Officer Bryan Hall and
Ando, and Corporal Duke Roessel and Dusty.
 

 

Friday, officers received a call at 10:00 in the morning of a man who had
apparently fired a handgun in his car near Burwell Street and Olympic Avenue. He
then walked north to an area near 6th Street and fired another round into the
ground. Based on the information we now have, the man ended up on foot at 7th
and Naval, and Naval Elementary was locked down. A plainclothes officer located
the man on the sidewalk at 7th and Naval and told him to get on the ground with
his arms out. The man initially complied, then took the handgun from his
waistband and shot himself in the abdomen. Officers approached, got the gun
away from the man, and provided first aid. He went to the hospital with critical
injuries. The man, in his 20's, had some mental health issues and had apparently
been despondent recently.
 
There are two important points to know. First, even though our officer did not fire,
this was still a shooting involving one of our officers, so we called in what is known
as the Kitsap Critical Incident Response Team (KCIRT). This moves the
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investigation out of our department, and ensures objectivity and an "arm's length"
to provide accountability and transparency to the public. We appreciate the
agencies that are assisting us:  The Washington State Patrol, the Kitsap County
Sheriff's Office, and the Bainbridge Island, Poulsbo, and Port Orchard Police
Departments.
 
Second, this armed and dangerous situation developed in a matter of a few
minutes on a Friday morning. Officers responded and flooded the area, balancing
the need to locate the man quickly while making sure they were not forcing a
confrontation with what could have been a "suicide by cop". Once the man was
located, officers again practiced excellent tactics and did all they could to keep
everyone safe. As we continue to talk about phrases like "police violence" and
"holding cops accountable", please remember that these dangerous and rapidly -
developing incidents occur too frequently.
 
Our full time bike team is out for the summer, and here is a short video that was
sent out this week: https://twitter.com/NeilKOMOTV/status/865027208225488897.
 
Finally, KOMO-TV covered our annual law enforcement memorial service, and
here is a link to the short segment-we really appreciate KOMO being there and
helping us recognize and remember our fallen
officers: https://twitter.com/NeilKOMOTV/status/865299925696790528. 
 
Work Hard - Have Fun - Stay Safe
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