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Chief Strachan's Weekly Update
There are events that remind us how important it is to have good, experienced
police officers making split-second decisions to keep people safe. Last Saturday,
Officers Cory Ditmer and Bryan Hall responded to a report of a domestic assault at
the 100 block of Sheridan Road. A man spoke to them through the door, but
refused to open it. After hearing muffled screams inside, they quickly made a
decision, used a battering ram and broke the door down. The officers located a
male and female inside the apartment. She had obvious injuries, and was taken to
Harrison Hospital. She reported that the man had forced himself on her following a
night of drinking, and then assaulted her. The suspect was booked into jail on
numerous charges including felony assault, rape, and unlawful imprisonment.
Excellent job by Officers Ditmer and Hall!
 
Also last week, officers assisted the Sheriff's Office on a vehicle crash just off of
Highway 304 in Gorst. After the crash, witnesses said they saw the clearly
intoxicated driver hiding something in the bushes. We arrived just before the
Sheriff's deputies and found the man. Even before checking his record, officers
figured he had been arrested for DUI before, because he was yelling that "nobody
saw me drive!" and "I don't have the keys!" Officer Hall's K-9 partner Ando
checked the area of the bushes, immediately located the keys, and the man was
arrested for DUI. Ando 1, Drunk Drivers 0. 
 
A good example of officers going "above and beyond" was evidenced this week on
a call that would not get much attention from some police departments. Last week,
Officer Spencer Berntsen took a report from a victim who had their golf clubs
stolen from their parked car. They were very good clubs, worth well over $1,000.
This week, Officer Berntsen spent the time to visit out local pawn shops and
located the stolen golf clubs. The person who pawned the clubs has now been
identified, and was arrested and jailed today. He told Officer Berntsen we should
stop bothering him, and Officer Berntsen replied, appropriately, "then stop
committing crimes." Also this week, we received a report of a possible residential
burglary on Hollis Street. Officers were at the house very quickly, and two
suspects were located inside. Property from the house had been stacked up,
being made ready for quick loading as they took it out. Both went to jail for felony
burglary.
 
Click here for a press release on a very good case our Special Operations Group
completed last week, in which four firearms were recovered from a convicted felon
who was dealing meth. Great work by SOG on this case in partnership with our
patrol officers. The photo below also shows the ballistic vest taken from the
suspect. As we talk about "nonviolent drug offenders" and "mass incarceration",
we need to be mindful that some of the people involved in drug dealing are very
violent and absolutely need to go to prison-for a long time.
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You may have seen last week that officers arrested and jailed the suspect in a
series of luring and lewd conduct cases that had been occurring over the last
several weeks. This week Det. Beau Ayers sent along a message noting the
outstanding work on this case by Officer Jake Switzer. Beau writes:
 

Officer Switzer began with very little information, but that did not stop him.
After conducting extensive research via databases and social media, he was
able to put together a strong case. He continued contacting the victim
gathering more information. He was able to obtain a confession and went
above and beyond. Officer Switzer was able to get this person off the street
before the suspect could victimize anyone else and harm other people. A  job
very well done!

 
This is the kind of case that really causes anxiety and fear, especially to those
who have to walk in those areas for work or school. Great job Officer Switzer, and
thanks Det. Ayers for going out of his way to recognize it.

Work Hard - Have Fun - Stay Safe

Steven D. Strachan, Chief of Police
Bremerton Police Department
1025 Burwell Street 
Bremerton, WA 98337
Steven.Strachan@ci.bremerton.wa.us

360-473-5224
Fax: 360-473-5890

 www.BremertonWA.gov

BPD Staff Directory

OFFICERS
Beau Ayers

Spencer Berntsen
John Bogen

Dana Clevenger
Joeseph Corey
Kenny Davis
Cory Ditmer

Trevor Donnelly
Derek Ejde
Jordan Ejde

Christopher Faidley
Steven Forbragd
Martin Garland
Crystal Gray

Brandon Greenhill
Michelle Griesheimer

Bryan Hall
Rodney Harker

Russell Holt
David Hughes

Jeffrey Inklebarger
Kent Mayfield

Michael Nelson
William Prouse

Rodney Rauback
Johnny Rivera
Dahle Roessel
Keith Sargent
Jeff Schaefer
Frank Shaw

Josh Stottlemyer
Matthew Strombach

Jacob Switzer
Matthew Thuring
John VanSantford
Jason Vertefeuille
Harold Whatley 

PROFESSIONAL STAFF
David Boynton
Rena Brown

Tom Danaher
Barbara Forbes
Donna Goodwin
Marie Hansen
Dennis Hughes

Elizabeth Lumsden
Cathy Mattson
Elena Rinonos
Marixa Scott

Joseph Sexton
Debra Williams
CORPORAL
Todd Byers
Aaron Elton

Timothy Garrity
Jonathan Meador

James Miller
Steven Polonsky
 SERGEANTS

Kevin Crane
Richard Cronk
Michael Davis 
Ryan Heffernan

Kelly Meade 
 Randy Plumb
Randy Olson
Billy Renfro

 LIEUTENANTS
Luis Olan

 CAPTAINS
James Burchett

Tom Wolfe
 CHIEF
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Assistant: Barbara Forbes
Barbara.Forbes@ci.bremerton.wa.us

Steven Strachan
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